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General marking instructions 

These notes to examiners are intended only as guidelines to assist marking. They are not offered 
as an exhaustive and fixed set of features which all answers must include. 

Answers which do not follow the approach suggested in the guiding question, but have provided 
an alternative formal or technical focus should be rewarded appropriately in line with the 
assessment criteria. 

Instructions générales pour la notation 

Ces notes ne sont que simples lignes directrices pour aider les examinateurs lors de la notation. 
Elles ne peuvent en aucun cas être considérées comme un ensemble fixe et exhaustif de 
caractéristiques que les réponses doivent présenter. 

Les réponses qui ne suivent pas l’approche suggérée dans la question d’orientation, mais qui 
ont adopté un autre angle technique ou formel doivent être récompensées de manière 
appropriée, conformément aux critêres d’évaluation. 

Instrucciones generales para la corrección 

El objetivo de estas notas para los examinadores es servir de directrices a fin de ayudar en la 
corrección. No deben considerarse un conjunto fijo y exhaustivo de características que deban 
estar presentes en todas las respuestas. 

Las respuestas que no sigan el enfoque recomendado en la pregunta de orientación, pero 
posean un enfoque alternativo, de carácter formal o técnico, también deberán ser valoradas 
de acuerdo con los criterios de evaluación. 
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1. 

Literary form 

Prose non-fiction 

Elements of the text significant for analysis 

• tension between home and travelling the world
• contrast of narrow walls with open landscape
• note the effects of choices of adjectives, eg “small tight”, “solitary” and verbs eg “sucked”,

“propelled”, “taunted”, “stifling” in relation to the point of entry
• description of landscape and the narrator’s changing sentiment towards it
• explore the significance of the narrative voice and the state of mind conveyed through it
• note the process of being alone, no ties versus the call of home
• note the changing mood and tone of anticipation as the passage progresses
• note the effect of features such as alliteration, tone and rhythm to create either a sense

of comfort or discord
• explore the impact of the final paragraph and the significance of the first person
• note the effect of the short sentence structures in the final section
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2. 

Literary form 

Drama 

Elements of the text significant for analysis 

• dramatic impact of this as an opening to a play, eg, a sense of something forbidden or
secret

• consideration of stage directions eg, to develop a sense of unease

• background of the weather, and the language and imagery used to convey it, eg the
personification of the snow and the wind, and relate to the point of entry, possibly via
pathetic fallacy

• use of setting and how it relates to the point of entry

• contrasting attitudes of the two women, for example, their reactions to the weather

• creation of the relationship between the two women through their interactions

• contrast in their behaviour

• sense of intrigue/expectation/anticipation and how it impacts the mood of the extract

• consideration of dramatic elements and the impact of the ending


